Walter Benjamin at the Dairy Queen
Dan Boord /Luis Valdovino © 2022
English Transcription

00:04
1)
Text placard over black:



“In the summer of 1980, in the Archer City




Dairy Queen … I read … Walter Benjamin’s essay




The Storyteller … an examination … of the growing




obsolescence of what might be called practical




memory and the consequent diminution of the




power of oral narrative in our twentieth-century lives.

00:20
2)
Text placard over black:



“It was startling to sit in that Dairy Queen




reading the words of a cosmopolitan European,




… and realize that what he was describing with a




clear and sad eye was more or less exactly what had




happened in my own small dusty county 

00:33
3)
Text placard over black:



“Certainly if there were places in west Texas where




stories might sometimes be told, those places




would be the local Dairy Queens ….”

00:40





       Larry McMurtry




              Walter Benjamin at the Dairy Queen 1999
00:48
4)
Text over black: “Walter Benjamin at the Dairy Queen”
00:56
5)
Dairy Queen on road and car arrives in Archer City, TX
01:12           6)
Water tower with inscription “Go Wildcats” and car passes by in Archer City, TX
01:24
7)
Street intersection in Archer City, TX and cars pass by
01:50
8)
Royal Theater in Archer City, TX truck with hay passes by
02:12
9)
Inside Booked Up bookstore in Archer City, TX
02:25
10)
Façade of Booked Up Inc. Number 1 in Archer City, TX and oil truck passes by
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02:47
11)
Road with telephone poles
03:10
12)
White church in Marlin, TX
03:28
13)
Bridge over Red River connecting Texas and Oklahoma with traffic  
03:50
14)
Photograph of Oklahoma Governor Murray at the Red River Bridge
Key-in text over image: 
03:54

“Red River Bridge 1931”
04:01
15)
Landscape with barbed wire
04:15
16)
Façade of Dr. Pepper Museum in Waco, TX, façade reads “Home of Dr. Pepper” 
04:29
17)
Façade of Texas Theater in Hillsboro, TX 
04:40
18)
Empty High School football field
04:51
19)
Behind High School building and parking lot
05:01
20)
Suburban row houses with garages
05:16
21)
Suburban street intersection with car turning on corner
05:32
22)
Suburban steep roof houses, pizza delivery car passes by and gardener with leaf 
blower walks by
05:55
23)
Outside of Texas Capitol in Austin, TX
06:03
24)
Inside of Texas Capitol in Austin, TX 

06:09
25)
TV archival footage of inside chamber of Texas Capitol  

Key-in text over image: 



“The House Stands At Ease”

06:15
26)
TV archival footage of Speaker of the House addressing the chamber:
Key-in text over image: 
06:26 

“Tom Craddick, Speaker of The House”

Voice of Tom Craddick:
06:16

“Members: let me make a quick statement here, many of you have been in, were 
in the other room when we did this but, uh”
3
06:23

“we have, uh, found forty plus members that have been located in Ardmore, 
Oklahoma.”
06:29

“They are staying at the Holiday Inn. At the present time about five minutes ago they 

were having dinner at Denny’s for those of you who might be interested in that.”

06:38

“The Texas Department of Public Safety if … probably have arrived or should will be
arriving at that motel right now or may be have done so in the last few minutes.”

06:49

“Though, they are going to go to where they are staying and uh … they have no way 
in which to arrest those members outside of State at this point … under where we are …”

07:04
“… Uh, that is been looked into and we asked for … or I haven’t, but the DPS is asked for the authority to do that through the Federal Government and that’s been worked on.”

07:16

“And we may get that tonight or even before the morning, we might not get
that. I can’t answer that.”

07:21
“There is transportation available to them in the DPS as well as a plane that I provided there, that if they desire to come back, they can come back.” 

07:31

“In fact, if they come back by plane, they can be here in less than an hour to make 

the quorum so we can go on with the business of the State.”

07:38

“That’s been tried and also the DPS cars that they are up there in unmarked cars 

because they are crossed the state line, there will be there and so …”
07:48

“… a quorum could easily be made within the next, say two hours maximum, an 

hour, hour and a half.”
07:54

“… Uh, those of you that I have visited with which I think is the vast number of the
members here in the committee room, feel that we need to stay here under the call of

The House.”
08:07

“If someone has obviously a medical reason to get medicine on their office or 

something like that. We do that.”

08:12

“We try to be a little more diligent about trying to give you an update every thirty 

minutes or something as we see where we are.”
08:19

“And, uh, as I understand it, you all pretty much agree among yourselves and in there 
to just stay here on forum as long as it takes to get a quorum present … and a …”

08:34
27)
Holiday Inn hotel and Denny’s sign in Ardmore, OK
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08:50
28)
Photo of Texas State Representatives at Holiday Inn hotel 



Key-in text over image: 
08:55 

“Ardmore, OK 2003”

09:01
29)
People walking on campus of the University of Texas at Austin
09:13
30)
Parachutes land at the University of Texas at Austin Football Stadium before the game
Music from stadium: Richard Wagner’s “Ryde of the Valkyries”




Amplified voice from stadium: 
 

09:14

 “… possible landing …” 

09:20

“… and now at one thousand feet …”

09:21

“… these soldiers…”

09:26

“…and see across the ground …”

09:30
31)
Hut’s Hamburgers façade in Austin, TX
09:40
32)
Landscape with clouds

09:53
33)
Church in Praha, TX
10:04
34)
Photograph of Big Tex with fireworks at Texas State Fair in Dallas, TX
10:06
Audio: “… 777 is out, it is Big Tex …” 
10:12
Audio: “… We have a rather tall cowboy, all his cloths burned off.”

10:18
Audio: “… 777 out. We have a tall cowboy with all his cloths burned off at 
                          10:31.” 
10:26
Audio: “… Engine 6 is out ... uh, we have Big Tex on fire.”
10:32
35)
Site of Big Tex, Texas State Troopers on horses inspect the site

10:55
36)
Big Tex site with memorabilia 

11:06
37)
Texas State Fair Ferris Wheel with people passing by and talking
11:18
38)
Photograph of Haymarket plaza in San Antonio, TX 

Key-in text over image: 
11:22

“San Antonio, TX



          Circa 1925”

5
11:29
39)
Santiago Jiménez Jr. on accordion and singing in Spanish and Adan Bosquez in Bajo 
            Sexto playing the song “Prenda del Alma:
Key-in text English translation over image: 
11:29

“How can I face the absence of the flowers?”
11:40

“How can I take the harmony from the wind?”
11:51

“How can I deny that I love you, my treasure?”

12:01

“How will I ever erase this song from my soul?”
12:43
40)
Photograph of Chili Queens and customers in San Antonio, TX
12:47

Key-in text over image: 



“San Antonio, TX





         1933”
12:54
41)
Food Truck at night
13:05
42)
Ana Fernandez cleans grill and explains recipe of Chili
Key-in text over image: 
13:10

“Ana Fernandez”
Audio: 
13:09

“So, to me the key which, uh really makes the brisket good to me, is the… not only 

are the peppers freshly …”

13:17

“… uh, all the batches of the chili paste are made by hand, also the fact that we are 
using the smoked meat,”
13:23

“makes a huge difference because you have that smoky, uh, quality in the chili, which 
is really good.”
13:29

“And you know, some people use like ground chuck. We made variations before with 
ground chuck,”
13:34

“but I really feel with the brisket is so dense and it just goes very well with the 
flavor.”

13:38

“It has garlic, comino, black pepper, salt… uh, you know we do not put like sugar, or 
chocolate or…”
13:45


“… uh, some people put coffee in their chili, we don’t. I like just to keep it very simple.”

6
13:50

“Uh, you know, some people add beer to it, which is… I had chili before that is 
really good,”
13:55

“but ours is very different, is very kind of clean tasting, and I feel like the chili paste 
itself is really … uh, kind of the secret to it.”
14:04

“The way that is roasted, and the way that is made on the flat top.”
14:08
43)
Painting of Don Jose Mexican Cafe in San Antonio, TX
14:15
44)
Painting of CD Tire shop in San Antonio, TX
14:22
45)
Painting of Tony’s piñata shop in San Antonio, TX
14:29
46)
Mission Concepción Church in San Antonio, people leaving Sunday Mass.
14:46
47)
High School football game at night in San Benito, TX



Audio in English:

14:47

“… It is that time again on Super Tejano 102.1, time to represent your favorite high 

school team with Friday Night Lights”

14:55

“with ‘Mr. Nifu Nifa’ himself Hugo de la Cruz starting from 10 p.m. to 

11:30 p.m.”  

15:00

“Get the latest score and final updates on the Valley high school football teams.” 
15:05

“Friday Night Lights con Hugo de la Cruz, and Super Tejano 102.1 where ‘Mr. Nifu 

Nifa’ lives.” 
Audio continues in Spanish



Key-in English translated text over image: 

15:13

 “San Benito 55, Lopez Wolfs 15 … I would also like to send greetings to the 

grandson of”
15:23

 “my good friend Ramiro Partida … it appears that his name is Joseph Partida…”
15:30

 “He is very proud of Ed Junior … thank you very much and congratulations.”
15:34

 “… and I always say goodbye with this and remember this …”

15:38

 “… if God is always with you, who is against you …”
7
15:51
48)
Podium with Homecoming King, Queen and cheerleaders, man takes photo
16:07
49)
Convenient store at night with Dr. Pepper and Coke machines in Weimar, TX
16:19
50)
Busted store building with political advertisement in San Benito, TX
16:30
51)
Dirt road intersection on highway landscape
16:42
52)
Water tower and houses in Archer City, TX
16:54
53)
Façade of Booked Up Inc. No 4 bookstore in Archer City, TX
17:05
54)
Inside Booked Up Inc. No 1 bookstore in Archer City, TX
17:20
55)
Corner street intersection in Archer City, TX
17:54
56)
Text placard over black:



“In August 2012 Larry McMurtry sold off more



than 250,000 books taken from his four-building




retail bookstore, Booked Up, in Archer City,




Texas, population 1,800. The 400,000-plus




titles in McMurtry’s store made it the largest




antiquarian bookstore in the United States.”


57) 
Rolling text credits over black:
18:11

Locations in Texas
Archer City

Hillsboro

Archer County 
Marlin

Austin 


Praha

Dallas 


San Antonio

Denison 

San Benito

Fort Worth 

Travis County

Grayson County 
Waco

Hill County 

Weimar

Williamson County
18:21

Additional Location
Ardmore, Oklahoma

8
18:23

Music
“Prenda del Alma”
Santiago Jiménez Jr. - Accordion & Vocals

Adan Bosquez - Bajo Sexto

Translated by Greg Durbin
18:27

Radio Program
Friday Night Lights

Hugo de la Cruz “Mr. Nifu Nifa”

Super Tejano 102.1 FM

18:31

Paintings
Ana Fernandez

Don Jose 2018

Gouache and watercolor

54” x 96”

CD Tire Shop 2018

Gouache on paper

9” x 12”

Tony’s 2015

Gouache and watercolor

9” x 12”
18:36

Photographs
Governor Murray at the Red River Bridge 1931

Western History Collections

University of Oklahoma

Fireworks Explode Over Big Tex,

State Fair of Texas 1984-1993
Lynn Lennon Photographs, DeGolyer Library

Southern Methodist University

9
Bird’s-eye View of Haymarket Plaza

From Roof of Municipal Market
House, San Antonio, Texas Circa 1925
&
Chili Stands, Haymarket Plaza, 
San Antonio, Texas 1933, Jack Spencer
San Antonio Light Photograph Collection

University of Texas at San Antonio

Libraries Special Collections
18:45

Texas Archival Media
Photo, Representatives in Ardmore, OK May 2003

Video Clip, House of Representatives, May 2003

Courtesy of the Office of Jim Dunnam

State Representative District 57

18:49

Production Assistance
Taylor Dunne

Misuhng Suh

18:52

Technical Advisors
Greg Durbin

Christopher Osborn

Greg Penetrante
18:56

Special Thanks
Mardi Arce, Mike Farger

San Antonio Missions National Historic Park

Christina Balli, Charlie Lockhart

Texas Folklife, Austin, TX

Patty Limerick

Center of the American West

University of Colorado at Boulder

Fr. David Garcia, Dn. Ray Jiménez

Mission Concepción, San Antonio, TX

10
Yolanda Gonzalez

San Benito High School, San Benito, TX

Celia Langoria, San Benito Consolidated 

Independent School District, San Benito, TX
19:07

Thank You
Luis Almanza 

Terre Heydari

Marta Almanza
Michael King

Candie Beltran
Min Kumsa

Steve Bickerstaff
Diana Aguirre Martinez

Craig Cambell

Sierra Mendez

Jenny Casey

Robert Min

Carlos Cortez

Albert Rios

Rachel Eikenbary
Ethel Rios

Ana Fernandez
Ann Stockho

Robert (Bear) Guerra
The Institute of Chili, SATX
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