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Our ancestors were nomad.
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When it got warm
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they migrated to Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
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and when the cold ticked them off
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they migrated to Khozestan.
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And as there were no cars back then
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their travel took so long
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like when | travel here on foot.

s p3)S wole

You know, I've gotten used to it.

It’s so exhausting.
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But when you migrate
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everything becomes new twice a year.
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But not for me.
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My father used to take the family to Bahar plain
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where there were always many black tents
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set up by the Bakhtirari and Qashqai people.
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Both tribes used to go there.
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| was born during one of these migrations.
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When we got to the Bahar plain.
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everything had changed.
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We sold the sheep one by one
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and decided to stay up here which was called Haftkel.



dunydo 018) @b > (nad 9 e K3 Lo

| grew up and went to school here.
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Children also came here from other places
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to study.

Sl S dape) 53 (0SS (5 (50 Suwe)

Some finished the Middle School, got a vocational degree in the Oil Company
School
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and went to work.
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Some got a diploma
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and found a better job.
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Rudaki High School was built based on the church plan.
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It had every kind of facilities.
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Many children came here to study.
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Two of my uncles as well as my father all had studid in Rudaki High School.
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Now, kids leave school
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to go to work to afford to make ends meet.
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D'Arcy Oil Concession, signed by William D'Arcy
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after the discovery of Masjed Soleiman Oil Field
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which had solely provided Iranian oil needs for many years.
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They came to the Toof-Sefid region, located in the center of Khuzestan Province
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and found oil in May 4, 1927.
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After that, the Haftkel Oil field
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became the second largest oil field in the Middle East.
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A man whose name was Haj Gorg-Ali Loraki
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had shot a number of robbers attacking his home to death
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and put these stones on their graves.
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One was known as Bahar plain
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Another? was the, so to speak, wintering place of the Qishlaqi.
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This region was bushy and impassable in the past.
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| liked to continue my education.
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I’ve been rotating my shifts.
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| come here at 8 a.m. and leave at 1 p.m.
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then come here at 6 p.m. working till 9 or 10 p.m.
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The chemical gas hurt my lungs, it makes me sick.
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Other kids study, work on their computers, hang around. They have their own life.
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But it’s not for me. | should work for my family since we have no bread-winner to
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An illiterate person is ike a leafless, fruitless tree

a8 (g WBeddnpo iy

growing up, getting tall
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but will wither and break by an autumn wind.
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We used to work for foreign companies.
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People used to come here from other cities to work too.
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There were also many foreign engineers working here.
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Many of us learned to speak English from them.
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after the oil discoveries, the trees were cut off for boilers.
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There was an area around the oil well, the first oil well was across the police



station.
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There are still some signs left of it, known as the Oil Park.
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To work in the Oil Company, many people inhabited this region and lingered to
live.
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(Hafk-Kal Oil Well, No. 1)
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Now people still come here to work from other cities.
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But the local youths are mostly unemployed.
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We fool around the city idly from dawn to dust
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wandering on the streets
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You know that no one would allow her daughter to marry a jobless man.
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When you’ve got no car, no house, and no job
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then how people can trust you to marry her daughter off to you.
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Girls don’t get married to get food; they’ll find a piece of bread in their damn
house too!
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| went to work in a Desalination Plant for a couple of months.
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| thought I’d find a job at last; hopefully | could start saving for my future.
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But they fired me after a few months.
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There were about a hundred and something workers there, all got fired!
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They had employed non-locals and we, the locals, were laid off.
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They gave us the axe without settling account with us.

il lgen i 6T 5 (s 252 (5 95 53 Gt

A man was arrested and investigated by police because he sat on street behind
his own house’s door!
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Is it really a crime to sit at your own house’s door!?
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People ain’t got no job. What are they supposed to do?
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People used to come here from other cities to buy foreign goods.
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The city was crowded back then, long time has passed since the last time | went
to Bazar.
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Back then, we had cinema.
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Near my house, there was a cinema, mostly packed by the workers.
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We lived with the movies
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cause they were like us
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They were happy!
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But now our lives should be put in the can.
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But we’re not happy anymore.

ookt 3ale o Lo b 5 oot Loiue 3le

We fell in love with cinema and we fell in love through cinema.
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See how things were back then

392 5 45 OB Sy 3> oS

even in the hot days of summer
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despite there were no facilities like cooler and stuff
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there was an open-air theatre scene showing the movies.
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It may be one of the oldest sites in the Haftkel
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after the Rudaki High School, | believe.
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It had been built by the British.
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There weren’t any cinemas in most of neighboring cities, when we had cinema
here in Haftkel.
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| used to be beaten up many nights
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just to go to the cinema and watch a movie.
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Back in the days, I'd dream about being featured on the screen one day.
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And played a role in the place of those actors
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and got married.
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Back in the days, | worked seven days a week.
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My life was filled with motivation
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like the time when the oil was discovered in the spring plain, and the prosperity it
had brought to the region.
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Most of the population is drifting away from the city
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and those staying have either a state job
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or no other choice but to linger on.
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Haftkel has turned into a cemetery, a cemetery of locals.
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We lived in workers residential city
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The employees residential city was else somewhere.
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They enjoyed every kind of facilities
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even for dumping the trash.
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Employees’ houses were more spacious and roomy
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but that doesn’t mean we lived in bad condition.
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These residential cities were built when the National Oil Company had started
drilling oil well here
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and the British extracted the oil.
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The houses that you see now are left abandoned.
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No one lives there anymore.
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We went swimming in the labor-specific pool on the weekend.
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Or if we couldn’t find the time
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we went to public baths
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and saw each other there.
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Each one of the walls here bring a memory back into my mind.
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One day, when | woke up to go to work
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| saw the city was filled with the armed forces who didn’t bear a resemblance to
our national military.
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In August 25, 1941, the Allies invaded Iran in the face of its declared neutral
position in the World War Il and the British Army occupied Iranian territory by
meager 5 thousands soldiers. The significance of Haftkel oil field and the military
and economical reliance of the British government on oil extraction brought the
British forces into the city. The British named the Haftkel’s No. 20 oil well as
Golden well
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Since 20 thousands oil barrels provided the fuel for their military vehicles.
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| wasn’t there but my father told that
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the British’s air-planes came down and landed on the runway.
0397 2 0L Osslalaglen

Their air-planes brought carriage
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and carried their employees.
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To put it simply, the airport was so busy back then.
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It was under British control.
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But now it’s of no use and the Army has built fence around it
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It sometimes had a night watchman in the winter.
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When the British airplanes
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was landing on the Haftkel runway during the World War Il
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in 1940
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Sergeant Ganji was the Sherriff in Flutin.
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When he stepped on the runway
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he was told that the Shah had surrendered and his Guard ran away
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why are you here then, they said
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He said, “I'm not the soldier of Shah, but my Country.”
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He fired the first airplane.
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but the second opened fire on him.

S gl U ol

He was killed.
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Now, his grave is
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in the Haftkel’s cemetery. He was buried with a gun.
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My wife had been coughing terribly and had headache for a while
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| took her to a doctor to undergo medical examination.
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She was diagnosed with cancer.
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Doctors said
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| should take her to equipped hospitals of Tehran or Shiraz.
ey (o

And | took her there.
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| spent all my money on her treatment
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To make her stay a little longer with me.
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But she didn’t stay alive
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and left my children and me alone.
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My wife was like a dream
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a sweet dream.

di I o8 5l Ogenly J9



But our way went into different direction.
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| came back to start from zero.
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It’s so likely that a car breaks down in such roads, isn’t it!?
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The foreign companies left the territory.
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It was said that the Iranian Oil industry was nationalized.
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Security guards had been employed to protect the oil wells.
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And we had to grind the stone as a job.
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In the face of my old age
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| couldn’t stay home idly and do nothing.
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It would grieve me to death!
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Perhaps, Haftkel grieved to death too!
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Back in the time, people got old and died
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but now people die young, committing suicide.
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Our city has become notorious for these suicides.

Unemployment is the main reason.
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Youth commit suicide because they have no job.
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There have been many young people committing suicide in Haftkel when losing
their jobs.
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The true statistics on suicide is never reported in proportion to Haftkel’s
population.
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when a 12-year-old boy
puts a rope around his neck
and kills himself
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he wants to say something
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if not, why he should kill himself.
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Killing yourself is not an easy task.

GR @ ES353 )bl o L (50 S s 10 85 G0 2y0

Wherever you pay a visit to, in any neighborhood, you could see high rate of
suicides.

Saas S595 b Sad Cunaz (S oS 5) JSad Cunax 55 Mol

Just look at the Haftkel’s population, it’s known for its suicide
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and the tragedy is that committing suicide isn’t only limited to adults, but kids.
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However, Haftkel didn’t commit suicide, it was killed.

045 9) g aS Gl o) pol yo

If you suck a human being’s blood

his/her veins go empty, wither, and die out.
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Children are like fire.
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Hope is the fuel keeps them burning
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but they’'re being wasted little by little.
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Some couldn’t tough out any more and kill themselves.
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Even if they grow up, when they get it
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they’ll have no other way.
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This well has caught fire too

they couldn’t put it out.
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It has burnt completely, turned to ashes.
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There’s a saying that says:
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It’s not always spring to bring you flowers.
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But the spring seems to have gone away from here for good.
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Even the money made of selling of the oils extracted from one well in Haftkel is
distributed among people
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Or they don’t even have to be distributed among people
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just to be used to make jobs for Haftkel’s people
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you’ll see how prosperous the city will become.
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Now, the living condition in Haftkel city is worse that a village.
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Even you can find more facilities in a village.
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The oil well has been of no use for Haftkel
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If it was , the city wouldn’t be in such a chaotic condition like this.
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Its workers would have a job, not fooling around idly.
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They want to give the oil money to us!?
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It’s only for the top dogs.
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| swear to God
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It’s only for the top dogs.
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So they want to give it back to us!?

We're poor, miserable persons
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living under the burning sun with a lie from every day.
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Never!
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9.5 million oil barrels have been exported from the 15 oil wells drilled in the
Haftkel Qil Field by 1964. In 1970, it increased to 13.8 million barrels extracted
from 9 oil wells. It has made the Haftkel the largest Iranian oil field for years.
Today, 18 thousand oil barrels are extracted from the Haftkel oil field on average
on a daily basis. It is run under the management of the National Iranian South Qil
Company.



